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NGARI CAPES MARINE PARK — GAZETTAL 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.50 pm]: I am pleased to inform the house 
that today the Ngari Capes Marine Park was created and invested in the Marine Parks and Reserves Authority 
through a notice in the Government Gazette. Ngari Capes Marine Park is Western Australia’s eleventh marine 
park and covers about 124 000 hectares from Geographe Bay near Busselton to Augusta, including the waters 
between Cape Naturaliste and Cape Leeuwin. The Premier and I announced the government’s intention to create 
this marine park in Yallingup on 24 March this year and today the process of reservation has been completed. 
The south west capes area is home to a diverse marine environment that is influenced by both the warm tropical 
Leeuwin current and the cold capes current, resulting in an unusual mix of temperate and tropical species. The 
Ngari Capes Marine Park is abundant in marine mammals such as humpback and southern right whales and sea 
lions, with New Zealand fur seals being regular visitors. 

The capes area is one of the most popular tourism destinations in the state. In 2010–11, the adjacent Leeuwin–
Naturaliste National Park attracted more than 2.7 million visits. The marine park includes some of the best 
surfing spots in Australia and contains special zones that give priority to surfing. The park’s zoning scheme and 
management arrangements will enhance conservation and marine habitats and wildlife. Fifteen sanctuary zones 
covering approximately 11 per cent of the park will provide the highest level of protection, as well as providing 
for ongoing scientific research. The sanctuary zones allow a range of recreational activities, including surfing, 
swimming, diving, snorkelling, boating, sailing and kayaking, which are also undertaken elsewhere in the park. 
The vast majority of the marine park is open to fishing. The government has achieved the right mix of 
conservation, recreation and commercial activity for one of Western Australia’s iconic marine settings. 

The government has allocated a total of $8.56 million over four years from the royalties for regions program to 
manage this new marine park, primarily through the Department of Environment and Conservation. The 
Department of Fisheries also has received funding to undertake the additional compliance and enforcement work 
in respect of fishing that arises from the marine park zoning scheme. Since coming to office in 2008, the 
Liberal–National government has created marine parks at Ngari Capes and the Walpole and Nornalup Inlets, and 
announced its intention to create other marine parks at Dampier Archipelago, Eighty Mile Beach, Roebuck Bay 
and in the northern Kimberley. I anticipate that in the near future I will also be able to inform the house of the 
gazettal of Camden Sound marine park, a central part of the government’s unprecedented $63 million Kimberley 
science and conservation strategy. 
 


